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for a matter of mistaken credence in mere formali-
ties ever to affect its substance, and the years which
followed showed that in no essential trait tad the
religious foundations of his character been moved,
For myself, I was still a sincere believer in the sub-
stantial accuracy of the body of Christian doctrine,
and the revolt of Buskin from it gave me great pain.
My own entire liberation from the burdens of futile
beliefs had yet to come, and at that time he went
further than I could go with him. But we never
discussed theological matters any more.

I finally found a subject which interested me in a
view of the foot of the Mer de Glace from the oppo-
site side of the river, looking up the glacier, with the
bridge under the Brevent, and a cottage in the fore-
ground, and set to work on it energetically. EusMn
used to sit behind me and comment on my work.
My methods of painting were my own, for I had
never painted under any one except the few months
with Church, whose method had taught me nothing;
and I had a way of painting scud clouds, such as
always hang around the Alpine peaks, by brushing
the sky in thinly with the sky-blue, and then work-
ing into tibft, TOth ^e fonish, the melting clouds,
producing the grays I wanted on the canvas. It
imitated the effect of nature logically, as the pig-
ment imitated the mingling of the vapor with the
blue sky; but Euskin said this was incorrect, and
that the colors must be laid like mosaic, side by side,
in the true tint. Another discouragement! I used
to lay in the whole subject, beginning with, the sky,d three nights; for they assumed himnds and promising support-
